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GLOUCESTER
Brother, good day; what means this armed guard
That waits upon your grace?

CLARENCE

His majesty

Tendering my person's safety, hath appointed
This conduct to convey me to the Tower.

GLOUCESTER
Upon what cause?

CLARENCE
Because my name is George.

GLOUCESTER

Alack, my lord, that fault is none of yours;

He should, for that, commit your godfathers:
O, belike his majesty hath some intent

That you shall be new-christen'd in the Tower.
But what's the matter, Clarence? may I know?

CLARENCE

Yea, Richard, when I know; for I protest

As yet I do not: but, as I can learn,

He hearkens after prophecies and dreams;
And from the cross-row plucks the letter G.
And says a wizard told him that by G

His i1ssue disinherited should be;

And, for my name of George begins with G,
It follows in his thought that I am he.
These, as I learn, and such like toys as these



Have moved his highness to commit me now.

GLOUCESTER

Why, this it is, when men are ruled by women:
"Tis not the king that sends you to the Tower:
My Lady Grey his wife, Clarence, 'tis she
That tempers him to this extremity.

We are not safe, Clarence; we are not safe.

BRAKENBURY

I beseech your graces both to pardon me;
His majesty hath straitly given in charge
That no man shall have private conference,
Of what degree soever, with his brother.

GLOUCESTER

Even so; an't please your worship, Brakenbury,
You may partake of any thing we say:

We speak no treason, man: we say the king

Is wise and virtuous, and his noble queen

Well struck in years, fair, and not jealous;

CLARENCE
We know thy charge, Brakenbury, and will obey.

GLOUCESTER

We are the queen's abjects, and must obey.
Brother, farewell: I will unto the king;

And whatsoever you will employ me in,
Were it to call King Edward's widow “sister,”
I will perform it to enfranchise you.
Meantime, this deep disgrace in brotherhood
Touches me deeper than you can imagine.



CLARENCE
I know it pleaseth neither of us well.

GLOUCESTER

Well, your imprisonment shall not be long;
I will deliver you, or else lie for you.
Meantime, have patience.

CLARENCE
I must perforce. Farewell.



